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By 1895 Lewis Moulton had acquired all of 

what was old Rancho Niguel, Juan Avilaôs 

original Mexican land grant made in 1842.  

He continued acquiring land until the origi-

nal 19,000-acre ranch grew to nearly 22,000 

acres in the early 1900s. 

This area encompassed present-day Laguna 

Niguel, Laguna Woods, Aliso Viejo and La-

guna Hills.  Picture 1 shows a family, proba-

bly on their way to market or church or the 

village of Aliso City (El Toro).   

Picture 2 shows cowboys herding cattle that 

roamed the hills of the Moulton Ranch. 

Lewis Moulton died in 1938 at the age of 84.  

His widow, Nellie Gail Moulton, sold 3,000 

acres to Ross Cortese in 1962 for the devel-

opment of Leisure World.  She then lived in 

Leisure World until her death in 1972. 

The caption on Picture 3 taken in 1964 

stated that ñthe tranquil sheep meadow 

would be replaced by a busy community 

having an eventual population of 30,000.ò  

Whatôs Missing! * 

Continued on Page 3 

In the background is Clubhouse I.  The picture was probably 

taken from what is now the Valencia Shopping Center on Paseo 

de Valencia. 

Picture 1 - The Moulton Ranch     Courtesy First American Title Company 

Picture 2 - Riding the Range on the Moulton Ranch.  Picture 3 - Sheep Meadow adjacent to Clubhouse I.  

*  See page 11 for more information.  
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MUSINGS  

Honoree of  the Month  

Our congratulations to  Art 
Yanes, our Laguna Woods Hon-
oree for  January, 2010. 

Las Palmas and The Regency, 
both part of Vintage Senior 
Living , are once again funding 
the Honoree of the Month cere-
monies. 

We are grateful to the Video Club, whose members 
videotape the ceremony.  Inga Futtrup is the photogra-
pher at Images by Dwayne who so expertly captures the 
images of our honorees. 

Annual Dinner - Save the Date  

Scheduled for Sunday, May 2, 2010, the Societyôs An-
nual Dinner will be a gala event to celebrate the 50th 
Birthday of the El Toro Water District.  An invitation 
will be included in the next issue of The Historian. 

Correction  

In the ñBackgroundò portion of last monthôs Historian 

George McInnis wrote about a parcel of land near the 

Tustin lighter-than-air U.S. Naval facility.  He inferred 

that this was the source of the land used for Leisure 

World Laguna Hills.  However, as stated in our Septem-

ber 2009 issue, Cortese purchased about 2,775 acres of  

grazing land on the Moulton Ranch from Nellie Gale 

Moulton for less than $2,200 per acre. Twenty-two hun-

dred acres were used for the Leisure World project. 

Bob Ring  

Picture 4 - Aerial view of Clubhouse II, taken in 1966, with swimming pool at left, tennis courts at right, and 18 -hole 
golf course.  The golf course was expanded to 27 holes in 1969.  In 2001 the tennis courts were converted to paddle 
tennis courts.  

Pictures from the Early Days  

The Orange County Library has selected 176 pictures 
from the Historical Societyôs Archives for their web 
site.  Both the Library and the Society would like any 
information you have about these picture.  To view 
and comment on each of the pictures: 

  1.  Go to www.flickr.com 

  2.  On the upper right hand corner of the page, click 

"Sign Inò 

  3.  Login: Username: histimages.  Password: library 

  4.  Click the link that says, ñYour Photostreamò 

  5. You will see 10 pages of images.  Click on the 

word  "comments" just below each photo to either 

comment on or enlarge the image. 

Check the address label on the back page. 

If it says, ñPlease Renew 2010 Membershipò, 
please support the Historical Society by mail-
ing your dues to: 

P.O. Box 2220 
Laguna Hills, CA 92654 

$300  -  Patron 
$100  -  Sponsor 

$50  -  Friend  
$25  -  Contributor  

$15  -  Regular 


