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The History of Leisure World 1963 - 1975
Chapter 4 - Security By Terry Baker
This article is the fourth in a series adapted fro t
Marjorie F. Jones. Addi tional i nfor rmatRieane mbes ttakee nD
and Paul Zi mmeS amawnrdist Wi Lei sur e Wo inlthd 8listoricitSoceety dpuridla g n e | g

Spring 1980 and Fall 1980, respectively.
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When Leisure World, Laguna Hills, officially openedof 1964 Ross- e :_.}fm’ TR
on September 10, 1964, Lyndon Johnson had beenmoor Corpora-jg N 4. :
President of the United States for nearly a year sindgon persuade o'_-:‘:""q.'gp{‘ o e

- »

.

the assassination of John F. Kennedy. him to move to y
The country was still reeling from that shock, and yelétﬁgulgs tl;:léls w
still other tremblers were rumbling in our society. roundwork

The Vietham War was losing popularity as it was b :
o . . : or a seurity
ginning to exact a terrible cost in young American
. , : . sydem for a
l i ves. Civil rights be GBS er
challenge with confrontations aarring throughout ger L.

. Leisure World s e
the South as well as other areas of the nation. AMaco : .

I n this climate of unr e badspent38s
entered into what they had everyseato believe their years on the [,
private ShangtLa. Toronto police "j-,..h-
force, all but | B B
one of those 3 Z

The first movein day was Thursday, Sepnber 10,
1964, WherLels_ure World_ received its first ten resi- yearsinthe |Macand vy Barber, celebrating their
dents. At that time llaraffic came through Gate 1 on criminal in- 50th wedding anniversary. Mac was
El Toro Road, which had been totallytdt as a twe vestigation de|Lei sure Worldés first
lane boulevard by Rossmoor Corpgaa. To the west parment. He was a new resident greeting hostess.

was open country for six miles togiana Beach and had also served in the Calie@n Army in World War 1.
the ocean. On the east was the Santa Ana Freeway

with only two lanes each way. To the south was endRR0SS Cortese, President of Rossmoor Corporation, pe
less open space reaching toward Laguna Niguel angSuaded Mac and his wife, Ivy, to move into this com-
San Clemente. Added to this scene weeetoving ~ Munity. Like many new residents they became in-
vans parked on the shoulder of El Toro Road as thesglved. Ivy served as the greeting hostess, helping

-

new resilents imptiently awaited theibboncuting newcomers become comfabie in their new homes.
ceremony to start unloawy. The first ten families Mac was this communityodos
shared the excitement and uncertainties of inhabitingat threé Ray Barrett, Lewis Moffatt and Nate Will

new community. nerd were kept busy coping with the emergency needs

H. McDonald Barber was an early resident who wa£f the pioneers.

in charge of the Leisure World, Seal Beach securityi We pr of i ted by the mist
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sydem. Barber was so steséul that in the sutmer s ai d . ARA basic oindaysvoa s

See Security Page 2//
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Security from Page 1

Your 2010 Society
Membership

Enclosed with this newslette
is the envelope teenew your
tax-deductible membership
for the 2010 calendar year.

We need your support so thg g
we can continue tanodernizejl
the Society's archives, includ
ing increasing accessibility;
participate in the Library of
Congress' Varans History
Project; partner with
other organizations; recognize outstanding residents
through the Honoree of the Month Program; publish bi

Bob Ring
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-monthly issues ofThe Historian and use oral history
projects to capture firsthand accounts of historical
events.

Please beck the address label on the back page.
I f it s ay s pleasekupmort thel Historii e
cal Society by mailing your dues to:

P.O. Box 2220
Laguna Hills, CA 92654

$300 - Patron
$100 - Sponsor

$ 50 - Friend
$ 25 - Contributor
$ 15 - Regular

Honoree of Month

Our congratulations thoel HatchandRose Ting our
Laguna Woods Honorees for February and March,
2010, respectivelyLas PalmasandThe Regency
both part oiVintage Senior Living, fund the Hon-
oree of the Month ceremonies

Inga Futtrup is the photographelmagges by Dwayne
who so expertly captures the images of ouchess.
We are grateful to the Video Club, whose rbers
videotape the ceremony.

Annual Dinner - Save the Date

Scheduled for Sunday, May 2, 2010, the Soci-
etyds Annual Dinner wi
celebrate the 58 Anniversary of the El Toro
Water District. The invitation is on pages 3

and 4. Supervisor Patricia Bates will be the
keynote speaker. The Strevey Award will be
announced and presented at the dinner.

Ruth Baker and Ivy Barber, left, served refreshments
to new residents on moving -in days. The boy, obvi-
ously a visitor, had yet to celebrate his 52 ™ birthday.

péjrchasers of manors so our streets would not be
jjammed with vans. It 6s
problem then. o

With only one gate to guard, less than two miles of
road and relatively few manors in those late monthg
of 1964, Chief Barber and his three officers were al
to give the new arrivals plenty of personal attention
Ray Barrett, one of the three, reported that when
working Gate 1 he could look north and west and
isee only barren | andbo
Phase Il exist. Sheep were still grazing in open fiel
on what had been the Moulton Ranch. Barrett also
drove one of the first patrol cars on the night shift
during those early days.

Bar ber 6 s t elived, becausedhs Lesureo
Worl d Foundationdbds Boar
sion that the head of the police force should not be
resident. It took the Barbers little time to reach thei
decision to remain residents. When their son move
nearby and became a pharmacist at Leisure World,
Seal Beach, Ross Cortes
watch out or your fami/l
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Nate Willner was the officer who opened the gates
that memorable September day and allowed the firs
holving Rafs todnted LRisu@ WY, eldaded t O
how the vans were lined up on El Toro Road, the
confusion and excitement pursuant to the gates
swinging wide and the joy of the people who becan
the first resi domthebe N
ginning, security has probably been the greatest at

— <

A4

p
7y

vher

of

\\

See Security Page P//
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Join Us
at the

Hi st or
Annual Dinner
And
Celebrate

Toro Water
50th Anniversary
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SPONSORED BY THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF LAGUNA WOODS

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2010
5 P.M.

CLUBHOUSE FIVE
24262 PUNTA ALTA
LAGUNA WoOODS, CA 92637
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CHOICE OF CHICKEN MARSALA, PRIME RIB,
SALMON FILLET, OR VEGETARIAN ENTREE.
HORS D’OEUVRES, SALAD, DESSERT, AND WINE INCLUDED.

NO HOST BAR
$30 PER PERSON

BLACK TIE OPTIONAL

RSVP BY APRIL 19, 2010

ENTERTAINMENT BY
RUSH ROBINSON ON THE PIANO

—_—_————————_—_e—_e—_ e e, — — e — — ———y

EL TORO WATER DISTRICT CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2010 5P.M.

O I/WE WILL ATTEND THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER. PLEASE RESERVE
TICKETS AT $30 EACH. ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $
MADE PAYABLE TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF LAGUNA WOODS.

w“g

NAME ENTREE %

* ENTREE CHOICES: CHICKEN MARSALA, PRIME RIB, SALMON FILLET, VEGETARIAN

[J I/WE CANNOT ATTEND BUT WANT TO SUPPORT THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER.
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO THE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF LAGUNA WOODS.

P.O. Box 2220, LAGUNA WooDs, CA 92654

NAME: PHONE:

ADDRESS:

The Historical Society of Laguna Woods is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
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Security from Page 2 mon care he coaxed the skunk into aange crate
without noxious incident, but the arrival of the
countyodés ani mal control|]lsta
fort. Before the animal could be returned to its habir
tat, it had liberally sprayed the premises, not to merj-
tion innocent bystanders.
Nate answered another emergency call back in the
| ate 0660s an dack rattiesndke a d|i| a mo
coiled up in a rose garden. He managed to kill it wifh
a broomstick. Alt had |gigh
In those early days swarms of bees were not uncomt
mon. A dark cloud, creating an unusual din, would
come down out of the sky and attach itself to the limlp
of atree. Of course, residents called Security. Fortd
nately, someone on the force knew a resident named
Paul Colburn, a naturalist. Before retiring Paul had hi$
own apiary so he knew all about bees as well as birds
r'\ilt;o;fiSers.WElie:orle frw]eerertiredeV\S/asa?nr:a(Zhinizt.f the t &IOSI ubr S r V'\{Of_’ré ‘ omse tf h ro_sdt 8 F ¢ UC opng
up a smoker, quieted the bees with belldarsed
traction drawing potent.i %’mes’llh‘érkvf”t%%()ﬁeld bands, scrapedthe swargy | o r
Although some officers had previous law enforcement INt0 @ large cardboard box, making sure the queen
experience, in those early years a good number were W@$ i ncluded. ~ Then heo|d de
retired doctors, deists, lawyers, edzators, service farm in the valley. Not a sting in the lot!
men or machiists, as Nate was Barberdéds replacement, Dgn W
Willner enjoyed regaling latecomers with colorful successful operator of a Los Angeles protective-asgo
staies of those early days. While in his eight ciation for_ alarge _mercantlle_group. In expand_mg
Nate recalled, RASince mytNeSeeyrlyforceinlp6s Wickiand hiredasyss i ¢ ¢
Gate 1, | saw our Security Partment grow from chief deputy a comparatively young man who had
Gate 1 to Gate 14 and from one patrol car to seven taken earIy_retlrement from the poll_ce force at
carsoperatng around the cl ockoledo P@‘?/ Iar\g,dﬁ.tStbo%se?es haf] served
department grow from nine officers to nearly 800 W'th the 1027In antry during worl Warll.- As
includinganic r easi ng number o fS90Fd iqihemiligary police as a special investigator
Willner told tales of the early days when the rolling
hills were still home to raccoons, cdge, skunks and
bobcats. These animalsdreently eplored the habi-
tats of the hman intruders into their valley until the
mid-1980s. Rabhbits still like to call this home but gre
not too popular with the resident gardeners because of
their eating habits. Nate helped the Moulton Ranch
cowboys round up a herd of cattle who liked the lopks
of the new establishent and were headednard
Gate 3 for further investigatio
AA frantic | ady calledf in one evening about tHhilp
Owhite and black stripled pussycatd which she qqpul dr
shoo away from her manfor , 0 Wil lner recall ed.
When he arrived on the scene and spotted the culhi¢ security force, pictured in 1967, has always maintained
he i mmedi ately knew th zfaﬁhovfgua/ 'gf‘chﬁ-dﬂ\t"hqcsﬁa% bef;ﬁ Sd?F‘?“Ctisvatﬁ?BO@f‘s syqpt o
WithQUt creating a Sti_nk in the nei_ghlblooo_l would r:gg:jgg it ,frf)smalé%funtilehisercetire ! ymeenaail; TQeg?.a
require stealth, cunning and caution. With uncom-
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