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When Leisure World, Laguna Hills, officially opened 

on September 10, 1964, Lyndon Johnson had been 

President of the United States for nearly a year since 

the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

The country was still reeling from that shock, and yet 

still other tremblers were rumbling in our society.  

The Vietnam War was losing popularity as it was be-

ginning to exact a terrible cost in young American 

lives.  Civil rights became the countryôs other main  

challenge with confrontations occurring throughout 

the South as well as other areas of the nation. 

In this climate of unrest Leisure Worldôs first pioneers 

entered into what they had every reason to believe their 

private Shangri-La. 

The first move-in day was Thursday, September 10, 

1964, when Leisure World received its first ten resi-

dents.  At that time, all traffic came through Gate 1 on 

El Toro Road, which had been totally rebuilt as a two-

lane boulevard by Rossmoor Corporation.  To the west  

was open country for six miles to Laguna Beach and 

the ocean.  On the east was the Santa Ana Freeway 

with only two lanes each way.  To the south was end-

less open space reaching toward Laguna Niguel and 

San Clemente.  Added to this scene were the moving 

vans parked on the shoulder of El Toro Road as these 

new residents impatiently awaited the ribbon cutting 

ceremony to start unloading.  The first ten families 

shared the excitement and uncertainties of inhabiting a 

new community. 

H. McDonald Barber was an early resident who was 

in charge of the Leisure World, Seal Beach security 

system.  Barber was so successful that in the summer 
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of 1964 Ross-

moor Corpora-

tion persuaded 

him to move to 

Laguna Hills 

and lay the 

groundwork 

for a security 

system for a 

much larger 

Leisure World.  

ñMacò Barber 

had spent 38 

years on the 

Toronto police 

force, all but 

one of those 

years in the 

criminal in-

vestigation de-

partment.  He 

had also served in the Canadian Army in World War II.   

Ross Cortese, President of Rossmoor Corporation, per-

suaded Mac and his wife, Ivy, to move into this com-

munity.  Like many new residents they became in-

volved.  Ivy served as the greeting hostess, helping 

newcomers become comfortable in their new homes. 

Mac was this communityôs first police chief.  His staff 

of threeðRay Barrett, Lewis Moffatt and Nate Will-

nerðwere kept busy coping with the emergency needs 

of the pioneers.    

ñWe profited by the mistakes made at Seal Beach,ò he 

said.  ñA basic one was scheduling move-in days for 

Mac and Ivy Barber, celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary.  Mac was 
Leisure Worldôs first police chief and Ivy 
was a new resident greeting hostess.  
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MUSINGS  

Your 2010 Society 
Membership  

Enclosed with this newsletter 
is the envelope to renew your 
tax-deductible membership 
for the 2010 calendar year.  
We need your support so that 
we can continue to: modernize 
the Society's archives, includ-
ing increasing accessibility; 
participate in the Library of 
Congress' Veterans History 
Project; partner with the Countyôs Public Library and 
other organizations; recognize outstanding residents 
through the Honoree of the Month Program; publish bi
-monthly issues of  The Historian; and use oral history 
projects to capture firsthand accounts of historical 
events. 

Please check the address label on the back page.  
If it says, ñLast Issue,ò please support the Histori-
cal Society by mailing your dues to: 

P.O. Box 2220 

Laguna Hills, CA 92654 

  $300  -  Patron 

  $100  -  Sponsor 

  $  50  -  Friend 

     $  25  -  Contributor  

  $  15  -  Regular 

Honoree of Month  

Our congratulations to Noel Hatch and Rose Ting, our 
Laguna Woods Honorees for February and March, 
2010, respectively.  Las Palmas and The Regency, 
both part of Vintage Senior Living, fund the Hon-
oree of the Month ceremonies. 

Inga Futtrup is the photographer at Images by Dwayne 
who so expertly captures the images of our honorees.  
We are grateful to the Video Club, whose members 
videotape the ceremony. 

Annual Dinner - Save the Date  

Scheduled for Sunday, May 2, 2010, the Soci-
etyôs Annual Dinner will be a gala event to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the El Toro 
Water District.  The invi tation is on pages 3 
and 4.  Supervisor Patricia Bates will be the 
keynote speaker.  The Strevey Award will be 

announced and presented at the dinner.   

Bob Ring  

Security from Page 1  

purchasers of manors so our streets would not be 

jammed with vans.  Itôs hard to conceive that was a 

problem then.ò   

With only one gate to guard, less than two miles of 

road and relatively few manors in those late months 

of 1964, Chief Barber and his three officers were able 

to give the new arrivals plenty of personal attention.   

Ray Barrett, one of the three, reported that when 

working Gate 1 he could look north and west and 

ñsee only barren landò where todayôs Gate 5 and 

Phase II exist.  Sheep were still grazing in open fields 

on what had been the Moulton Ranch.  Barrett also 

drove one of the first patrol cars on the night shift 

during those early days.   

Barberôs tenure was short-lived, because the Leisure 

World Foundationôs Board of Directors made a deci-

sion that the head of the police force should not be a 

resident.  It took the Barbers little time to reach their 

decision to remain residents.  When their son moved 

nearby and became a pharmacist at Leisure World, 

Seal Beach, Ross Cortese quipped, ñIôll have to 

watch out or your family will take over.ò 

Nate Willner was the officer who opened the gates on 

that memorable September day and allowed the first 

moving vans to enter Leisure World.  He recalled 

how the vans were lined up on El Toro Road, the 

confusion and excitement pursuant to the gates 

swinging wide and the joy of the people who became 

the first residents.  Nate observed, ñFrom the be-

ginning, security has probably been the greatest at-

Ruth Baker and Ivy Barber, left, served refreshments 
to new residents on moving -in days.  The boy, obvi-
ously a visitor, had yet to celebrate his 52 nd birthday.  

See Security Page 5 
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Join Us  

at the  

 Historical Societyôs 

Annual Dinner  

And  

Celebrate  

El Toro Water Districtôs 

50th Anniversary  
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mon care he coaxed the skunk into an orange crate 

without noxious incident, but the arrival of the 

countyôs animal control staff ruined his cautious ef-

fort.  Before the animal could be returned to its habi-

tat, it had liberally sprayed the premises, not to men-

tion innocent bystanders. 

Nate answered another emergency call back in the 

late ô60s and found a diamond-back rattlesnake 

coiled up in a rose garden.  He managed to kill it with 

a broomstick.  ñIt had eight rattles,ò he exclaimed. 

In those early days swarms of bees were not uncom-

mon.  A dark cloud, creating an unusual din, would 

come down out of the sky and attach itself to the limb 

of a tree.  Of course, residents called Security.  Fortu-

nately, someone on the force knew a resident named 

Paul Colburn, a naturalist.  Before retiring Paul had his 

own apiary so he knew all about bees as well as birds. 

Colburnôs method of coping went like this: he fired 

up a smoker, quieted the bees with bellows-forced 

fumes, then, with gloved hands, scraped the swarm 

into a large cardboard box, making sure the queen 

was included.  Then heôd deliver his prize to a honey 

farm in the valley.  Not a sting in the lot! 

Barberôs replacement, Don Wickland, had been the 

successful operator of a Los Angeles protective asso-

ciation for a large mercantile group.  In expanding 

the security force in 1968, Wickland hired as his 

chief deputy a comparatively young man who had 

taken early retirement from the police force at 

Toledo, OhioðLeland S. Stipes.  Stipes had served 

with the 102nd Infantry during World War II.  As-

signed to the military police as a special investigator 

traction drawing potential residents to Leisure World.ò  

Although some officers had previous law enforcement 

experience, in those early years a good number were 

retired doctors, dentists, lawyers, educators, service-

men or machinists, as Nate was.   

Willner enjoyed regaling latecomers with colorful 

stories of those early days.  While in his eighties, 

Nate recalled, ñSince my first day as Gate Officer on 

Gate 1, I saw our Security Department grow from 

Gate 1 to Gate 14 and from one patrol car to seven 

cars operating around the clock.  Iôve watched the 

department grow from nine officers to nearly 300ð

including an increasing number of women.ò   

Willner told tales of the early days when the rolling 

hills were still home to raccoons, coyotes, skunks and 

bobcats.  These animals frequently explored the habi-

tats of the human intruders into their valley until the 

mid-1980s.  Rabbits still like to call this home but are 

not too popular with the resident gardeners because of 

their eating habits.  Nate helped the Moulton Ranch 

cowboys round up a herd of cattle who liked the looks 

of the new establishment and were headed toward 

Gate 3 for further investigation.   

ñA frantic lady called in one evening about this 

ówhite and black striped pussycatô which she couldnôt 

shoo away from her manor,ò Willner recalled. 

When he arrived on the scene and spotted the culprit 

he immediately knew that capturing this ñpussycatò 

without creating a stink in the neighborhood would 

require stealth, cunning and caution.  With uncom-

The security force, pictured in 1967, has always maintained 
24-hour surveillance.  Mac Bar ber, second row, second 
from right, established the Secu rity department and 
headed it from 1964 until his retire ment in 1967.  

Nate Willner was one of the Leisure Worldôs first secu-
rity officers.  Before he retired he was a machinist.  
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